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TT Our focus is on the question: What kind of a leader was Madiba? 

Leadership qualities 

EP First of all, I would say that what was exceptionally remarkable was that when 

he becomes president of the ANC and later president of the country having 

spent all those years on Robben Island, essentially isolated from developments 

inside the country and certainly in the world, he had this outstanding capacity 

to grasp issues very quickly. I think that for many of us it was a bit surprising, 

considering how he had been isolated, how quickly he understood 

developments and events, certainly in the world too. So for me this was one of 

the very powerful strengths of Madiba, this capacity to grasp issues at great 

speed and not be afraid to take a position. You saw this both when he was 

president of the ANC as well as when he was president of the country. 

The second aspect was that he was quite fearless in coming out against what 

might have been seen to be the given point of view. 
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For example two issues arose concerning elections. He wanted the voting age 

to be dropped to 16 - he started with 16 and went later to 14; and later it was 

the electoral system itself. Let’s come to back to that because on both issues I 

had extensive discussions with him. 

I know a lot of things are said about how his views differed from Thabo’s on HIV 

and AIDS - I don’t think they did. But Madiba was different in the sense that if he 

felt very strongly about an issue then he would express himself and sometimes 

he expressed himself in ways which seemed like he was criticising and attacking 

others. I don’t think he meant it in that sense. 

So that’s part of his remarkable qualities as a leader. 

The other characteristic I found, and Joel was on the NEC at the time, was one 

he shared with OR and Thabo, which was not to intervene in debates at the 

beginning of the debate. You saw this both as the president of the ANC and 

when he chaired government meetings. He would listen, and listen very closely, 

to the debate as it unfolded and sometimes you would say something and not 

be sure whether he was actually following the debate - but you’d find out very 

soon that he was following. 

There was a debate in the NEC when Joel raised the matter about the national 

anthem, whether or not we shouldn’t go back to Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika and take 

away Die Stem. Some of us were not in favour of the proposal that Joel was 

making. But the way that Madiba intervened was such that he never criticised 

Joel or anybody else in the NEC who had that view. 

JN I remember now, my argument was you can add English and Afrikaans versions 

of Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika, rather than adding Die Stem. 

EP Madiba intervened in such a way that you found it very difficult to say, ‘No’, not 

because it was coming from a senior leader, but because of the way he argued 

the point about why it was not time for us to shift from the position we had taken 

on the national anthem during CODESA. He never said, no, we’ll never go back 

to this position 

JN In fact my recollection at the NEC was that he said that this was not the time 

and that if you wanted, come back to it. 

EP The reason I’m raising this is because there is a fallacy that Madiba was so 

concerned only with the process of reconciliation, that everything else that 

went on inside the ANC as well is in the government was not something that he 

was involved in - I think it is a great fallacy. But also because I think, and quite 

clearly, Madiba’s own views of how we should deal with the complex post-

apartheid situation that we were confronting, resonated by and large with the 

thinking within the ANC itself. So he was not reflecting a view which was 

generally different or opposed to the majority of people, certainly in the 
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leadership of the ANC, because sometimes the impression is given that he was 

out on his own. 

If you think, for example, of that most iconic scene in sport, which is Mandela 

with the number six jersey, it wasn’t given to Mandela directly. We played the 

first rugby match against Australia at Newlands and we beat Australia. Thabo 

was deputy president at that time, and he said to me, ‘Let’s go!’ ‘But where are 

we going?’ I asked. ‘No let’s go, we’re going to meet the team now to offer our 

congratulations.’ When we went to meet the team, François Pienaar came to 

Thabo as the deputy president, and said, ‘Please do us a favour, we have this 

number six jersey for President Mandela, can you give it to him?’ 

Thabo gave it to him but nobody knew what he was going to do with it - it could 

be framed like all other things to hang on his wall. He did what I think very few 

people expected but which had a profound impact on the way we were seen 

and in which perhaps a lot of white South Africans saw the thing, although 

many of them had not changed. He took the decision to put on that number six 

jersey. Now you must never forget that at that time it was still very difficult for 

people to accept the Springboks, even people like Trevor Manuel and them 

made public statements that they would support the All Blacks against the 

Springboks, which wasn’t our position. For many of us and those of us who were 

very directly involved in the world of sports, in my case before I went into exile 

and certainly when I was in exile, we understood the importance of rugby, and 

rugby for whites, and how to try to use it to pave the way for changes in South 

Africa. That’s why incidentally we had meetings with Louis Luyt first and then 

Danie Craven. But Madiba went a step further by putting on a jersey. 

So that was the one side of him, that without at any given moment jettisoning his 

own and the ANC’s revolutionary progressive positions, he gave each of those 

moments certain characteristics which perhaps someone else couldn’t have 

done. Using his own persona and the development of the Mandela profile he 

was able to carry it out. I doubt that anybody else at the time would have been 

able to carry it out. 

Into the Union Buildings 

Another side of Madiba was shown when he was made president. He had 

Barbara Masekela from the ANC and one or two other people, but his original 

staff in the beginning came from foreign affairs and from the old cabinet 

secretariat. Foreign affairs put some of their people to help him - one of them 

[Chris Streeter] became came our ambassador in Peru afterwards - but he had 

no DG. Mbeki had no DG - he had two whites that they had there and me, but I 

was an MP. De Klerk had a staff of sixty. 

So Thabo raised the matter, with Sydney Mufamadi and I, that Madiba had 

asked him for a DG:  who could we put as a DG? Madiba did not know Jakes at 
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that time. We discussed the matter and the three of us came to the conclusion 

that the best person was Jakes - first of all, we were looking for someone who 

was not white, which was very important from the point of view of what image 

you would give; but two, we felt you needed somebody who you knew could 

understand transformation and help Madiba in that area without always putting 

people’s back against the wall. We had met Jakes for the first time when we 

were in Dakar, and after that Jakes came and stayed with me in London and 

we had good contacts. And then prior to us coming back, the University of the 

Western Cape was beginning to play quite an important role in taking our 

people and so we had a good idea about Jakes, his commitment and capacity 

to transform institutions in a way in which didn’t create chaos. It is very easy to 

transform and create chaos. So we then decided it should be Jakes. Fortunately 

Jakes at that time had just stepped down as vice chancellor of UWC. 

JN Where was Jakes intending to go? 

EP It wasn’t clear but I’m sure he had a lot of offers. Thabo spoke to him and said, 

‘Look, we are looking for a director-general for Madiba,’ and Jakes said ‘What, 

director-general!’ But you know Thabo is very persuasive, and that’s how Jakes 

became the DG. So what does Mandela do? He didn’t know Jakes, though he 

did know of Jakes as the vice-chancellor of UWC. He had no difficulty in taking 

on Jakes as the DG. At that time the public service commission still had a lot of 

power, unlike under us, and they had the power to say, ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to 

appointments - but they couldn’t say ‘No’ to Jakes because he was already a 

professor and vice-chancellor. 

When Thabo raised the matter with me after Jakes was appointed, that Madiba 

had discussed with him that he wanted somebody to head his communications 

team, of course there was only one candidate and that was Joel. So I went to 

the public service commission to say that we wanted to make Joel the chief 

director. By the way we had to learn about organograms and DGs and deputy 

DGs and chief directors and all that, all new to us because we just knew about 

ANC structures. So I went and I said, ‘Deputy President Mbeki has sent me, the 

president wants Joel Netshitenzhe to be the head of his communications team.’ 

‘What degree does he have?’ they asked.  I told them, ‘He doesn’t have a 

degree.’ They said, ‘We can’t appoint him.’ So we had a quarrel: ‘We can’t 

appoint him chief director, he hasn’t got a degree.’ So I said, ‘But no, this is his 

history.’ But after the quarrel they still insisted: they would only employ him as a 

director. That was his first job, he was a director first, then the chief director and 

still later DDG. But it was a big quarrel. 

JN I had to do an affidavit in addition to information from the University of Natal, 

then an affidavit from the party school. 
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EP The reason I’m raising this is because in the beginning it was difficult to employ 

people at that level. The same thing happened in Thabo’s office - they refused 

to take Magashe Mafolo on as a chief director when I insisted that he should be 

a chief director otherwise it was going to be difficult for him in the bureaucratic 

structure to deal with others - in this bureaucratic structure if you’re a director 

then chief directors and DDGs never mind DG’s don’t want to deal with you. 

But Mandela under those circumstances, as well as Thabo Mbeki as deputy 

president, when I reflect upon it, were very calm about it. I guess they could 

have used their power to insist but they didn’t. They said, ‘Fine, we will do this.’ 

Now when Jakes became DG we had one president and two deputies. So there 

was this whole President’s Office and Jakes as the DG would have to sign lots of 

documents which had to go through De Klerk and had to go through Thabo. So 

I went to Jakes and said, ‘Jakes, you must sign these things because you’re 

holding up the works,’ and he said, ‘Let me tell you something Essop, I am the 

DG of Mandela, I’m not the DG of Mbeki and De Klerk.’ I said, ‘My friend, we 

can’t move because these people don’t have the authority to sign.’ But he 

said, ‘Bring me as little as you can to sign because my job is to serve Madiba.’  

I went back to the deputy president and told him, ‘Well, this is Jakes’s view’, and 

he said, ‘Well I think Jakes is correct, let’s find another way.’ So I said, ‘What do 

you mean, Jakes is correct?’ He said, ‘No, Jakes is correct, this is a new 

government; the president has to deal with many things and you see all the 

papers that come to me. The president signs first and then it comes to me and 

De Klerk to sign. So it is correct that Jakes should concentrate the bulk of his 

energies in serving Madiba, don’t trouble him too much.’ So then we found a 

way around this. 

It was important that Jakes, in my view, kept William Smith and Fanie Pretorius. 

One of the things we had to learn from both the president and the deputy 

president at that time was how to work with and accept the old order public 

servants. To tell you the truth I think that most of our ministers had great difficulty 

in doing that, not only because they didn’t trust them but also because 

everybody wanted quick changes and unfortunately it still happens now. When 

people become ministers they want their own DG’s, people who they think will 

carry out their will, and in my view it introduced quite a lot of inefficiencies into 

the system. 

So that was one thing about Madiba, once he saw what Jakes was, he had no 

qualms about devolving responsibilities and decision-making to him. You must 

understand Jakes never held a position in the ANC, was never a member of the 

ANC. He was attached to the UDF, but he was not in the leadership of the UDF 

so he didn’t come with the political aura, if you like, that you have if you are 

from the political leadership and you made your contribution there. Madiba 
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understood very quickly that this was the right person to be the DG, and Jakes 

to his credit, although we did quarrel sometimes when he didn’t want to sign 

things, made a decision that his primary responsibility was not to the two deputy 

presidents, who must look after themselves, but it was to the president of the 

country and this was the one to serve. 

And thirdly, Madiba understood how you had to keep staff - which was ANC 

policy about keeping the old civil servants, army, security and that - but he lent 

his personality to that and I think made it a bit easier to implement because 

there were ministers who were in a bit too much of a hurry I think to change 

people in the bureaucracy. 

Cabinet 

That was one side. Another side was that none of our ANC ministers and deputy 

ministers actually had an inkling of what cabinet government means. No, some 

had, but that was from reading books: you studied the British constitution, you 

read books about cabinet government, and you read books about people 

when they were ministers including biographies. But for the first time, you had to 

know how to conduct a cabinet meeting. We actually took wholesale the 

system of the cabinet committees, in fact we hardly changed it until much later 

under Thabo when we introduced the cluster system. 

Some people have criticised us for that, but I think those who criticised don’t 

understand that if we hadn’t done that, let us say that Madiba as president and 

Thabo as deputy president, leaving aside De Klerk, had decided that we must 

be different and introduced just a whole new way of working in the cabinet with 

the old staff, I think we would have brought in such terrible disorder into 

governance at the highest level that we wouldn’t have been able to do what 

we did. 

Then you had to learn about cabinet memos - who knew about cabinet 

memos? I don’t know if anybody knew what a cabinet memo is until they 

encountered this document. 

JN Very structured! 

EP And then the structure of how you actually write the cabinet memos, whereas 

the old guard knew these things. So what I’m saying is that the kind of leadership 

Madiba then gave was really to ensure that the transition to a democratic 

government with a new cabinet was rather smooth. 

Now you will recall that not only was De Klerk deputy president but we also had 

some of the MPs from the National Party and we had three ministers from the 

IFP. So how do you bring these people together? And Madiba never forgave De 

Klerk for some things. The question was, are these two deputy presidents of 

equal weight? Well of course they were of equal weight because they were two 
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deputy presidents, but Madiba decided, no, the first deputy president is Thabo 

Mbeki. He never announced it publicly, but that’s what turned out and that’s 

how he behaved. But again he did it in such a way that it didn’t cause 

unnecessary difficulties in running the government, because remember we had 

these National Party MPs, we had these IFP MPs and you had Buthelezi. 

So he was presiding over this cabinet but again the way in which he presided 

brought the things together and then he would ask Thabo and De Klerk, the 

deputy presidents, to chair cabinet committees. Anyway there were too many 

cabinet committees so he couldn’t have chaired them all at the same time. But 

as it happens a lot of our people learned from De Klerk how a cabinet works. He 

knew how a cabinet works and our people didn’t. I’m saying Madiba even at 

that stage of his life - in 1994 he was already seventy-six - had to learn new 

things. You learn new things all the time but not about how to govern the 

country. 

International 

But it was not only South Africa. We then had to enter the world, we had to 

enter the continent. Of course those who were with the ANC and its leadership 

had a good idea about how the OAU worked, because people like Thabo, 

Alfred Nzo, Duma Nokwe and others had been attending OAU meetings with 

President Tambo. But now you are going to be not only a part of it, but it was 

expected by everybody else that South Africa would play a leadership role in 

these institutions. The same was expected from the Commonwealth and the UN 

and a lot of people expected that this would happen. We had to take this 

transition under Madiba, and the foreign minister was Alfred Nzo - unfortunately 

people underestimated him - who had accumulated rich experience as 

secretary general of the ANC in terms of how to work with people on the 

continent and with all the different forces in the world. But it was a whole new 

world that you are entering and that you are having a relationship with. 

Now, again, Madiba was never shy to express his own view, such as the time 

when Ken Saro-Wiwa was executed and he called for sanctions on Nigeria. I 

don’t know to what extent Madiba was aware of Nigerian sensitivities - quite a 

lot of Nigerians saw themselves as the superpower on the African continent and 

such a frontal attack led to the relationship between South Africa and Nigeria 

practically breaking up. But then Thabo, because he understood Nigeria very 

well, made sure that we kept the relationship together. Madiba’s view was not 

consistent with the view of people in Foreign Affairs or his deputy president, but 

he stood by his position. 

The Taiwanese gave a lot of money to us even for the election campaign in 

1994 and before and they were wooing so many of our people. But Joel will 

remember, we had to have relations with the People’s Republic of China and 

Madiba was insisting, he can’t understand why we can’t recognise two China’s. 
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Alf went, Aziz went, Thabo went, I remember I went and discussed the matter 

with him. But he said, ‘Why not, what’s wrong with recognising two China’s?’ 

That’s what delayed it, but eventually a lot of us had these discussions and we 

decided that the best way was not to put Madiba against the wall, but just to 

keep on discussing the matter and keep on raising the matter until such time as 

he himself would come to the realisation that this two China policy won’t work. 

And I must give the Chinese credit, because they understood it. I remember 

when I went with Oom Gov to China - they sent the deputy foreign minister to 

discuss with me and I said to him, ‘Look, this is the problem, give us time.’ And 

that’s when he confirmed that they would open up an office here, and we 

would give them diplomatic status - not like you do in official terms but we 

would treat the Chinese representative as an ambassador. Frank Chikane and I 

spent a lot of time with him and treated him like an ambassador and so did 

foreign affairs with Alf and Aziz and them. Eventually Madiba recognised that his 

view will not hold and he had no qualms about changing his mind. 

What that tells you about him is that even where he held a very, very powerful 

view, if you convinced him he would change his mind and that for me is a mark 

of greatness, not a mark of weakness, this capacity to change your mind on the 

basis of discussion and information and what you think is in the best interest of 

the ANC and of the country. This was always in Madiba’s mind, what is in the 

best interests of the ANC, what is in the best interests of the country 

Electoral System 

There were two issues which Penuell Maduna and I discussed with him. 

The one had to do with lowering the voting age, first it was sixteen then down to 

fourteen. Maduna and I went to see him and I asked, ‘Why are you asking for 

this?’ ‘Look at our meetings’, he said, ‘Can you see how many of these young 

people are at the meetings and how many of these young people were ready 

to sacrifice their lives. You didn’t ask them their age, did you, when you wanted 

them to be in demonstrations, when you wanted them to be in the struggle?’ I 

said, ‘But Tata, we can’t do it because in the constitution you will have to 

change the voting age, and in terms of the constitution once you give them the 

right to vote they have all the rights of adults. You can’t say you only have the 

right to vote but not have other rights, whether it’s driver’s license or anything 

else.’ He said, ‘Oh,’ and I said, ‘That is where the problem lies.’ And other 

people also discussed with him. Again a very strongly held view by him. As the 

president he could have tried to use his position both as the president of the 

ANC as well as the president of the country, to drive it and his very considerable 

personality to persuade people to change their minds. 

The second one had to do with the electoral system. He started saying to 

people that we needed to change our position, partly may be from pressures 

that were coming from other quarters like the media, but partly it might have 
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come, I thought also, from the fact that Madiba had a great respect for British 

political institutions - you can tell that from his speech in the dock - and 

questioned whether or not a system akin to a first past the post system would be 

necessary. He was very keen at least that we needed to have a system 

whereby your MPs were more accountable to a defined electorate and 

constituency 

This was after 1994, when you will remember that there was a lot of pressure on 

us to change. Maduna and I were part of the ANC team that helped draft that 

part of the constitution. But remember that was the interim constitution and we 

were now drafting the final constitution. I said to Maduna, ‘Let’s go and see 

Madiba because we can’t have the situation where the president takes the 

position that is going to be different from ours.’ We went to see him and said we 

wanted to discuss this matter with him.  He said, ‘I know, talk.’ 

I took him through why I thought that the proportional system is the fairest in the 

world. He listened and asked many questions about accountability and that. 

But I also said, ‘You see Comrade President, we are not going to give effect to 

our policy on the empowerment of women because these men are not going 

to put women on the list.’ Joel will remember that for the 1994 election, we had 

taken the position that 30 percent of the people on our list would be women. 

Fortunately the women were smarter than we were. They came back and 

fought and said, ‘No, we won’t put 30 percent for all 400 names, you will put the 

30 percent in the first 200 names.’ That’s why we were able to have the 30 

percent representation. I said, ‘If we don’t have this system, the representation 

of women is going to be very low because I’m afraid our men are still very 

backward even in the ANC, so we really need this thing.’ 

Secondly I said, ‘You always told us, and that’s how you worked, because you 

went and saw Betsie Verwoerd and then you saw these NP people, and then 

you saw these coloured communities. If you go for another system we can get 

into a situation in which it’s a two-party system, or at best a three party system, 

and we are going to exclude the PAC,’ - remember the black consciousness 

people had decided not to participate in the election - ‘whereas the 

proportional system is going to allow us to have a greater variety of parties in 

Parliament.’ 

He listened and Maduna spoke and he asked questions and at the end he 

agreed, ‘All right, I agree but it doesn’t mean that this must be for ever.’ I said, 

‘Yes, it is left open in the constitution for us to change the system as long as it is 

broadly proportional.’ 

I’m mentioning this because, again, when Maduna and I went to see him, we 

were not powerful leaders, Maduna was a minister and I was a deputy minister 

at that time, but for me because of my parents and because of the high 
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respect for my mother and my father, he was always ready to listen. And 

therefore he dropped the idea of changing it and I don’t think he came back 

to it again even after he left being President. 

TT In his last speech to Parliament he raised it again 

EP Again, what I am saying here is, if you want to look at his qualities of leadership, 

that’s what I would call the highest quality, this capacity to listen, this capacity 

to learn, this capacity to agree with decisions even where you yourself are not 

fully convinced about the correctness of that position. That’s a very important 

quality that great leaders have and others who are leaders don’t necessarily 

have. 

GEAR 

We are very severely criticised even now by the party, the SACP, and COSATU, 

for the GEAR policy of 1996, what they call the class project of ninety-six. When 

they discuss the matter with me I say, ‘But who was president when the policy 

was adopted? Who did Trevor discuss the policy with first? It was Madiba.’  ‘Ah 

no,; they say, ‘you see Madiba was so interested in reconciliation that Thabo 

was running the country.’ So I say, ‘That’s very interesting, this great icon of ours 

in the history of the world was nothing but a front for Mbeki. What kind of icon 

was that who was nothing but a front for running the first democratically elected 

government in this country?’ Of course they then retreat but they still say it even 

today without realising what they are saying - that Madiba retreated from the 

most important policy-making area which was around the economy. Which he 

didn’t. 

And so it’s very important to understand that even though Madiba was not an 

economist, he had a very good idea of what he wanted, and he was also 

susceptible, as all leaders should be, to pressures from different sides. People say 

when he came out he first spoke about nationalisation, but in the ANC we had 

long stopped talking about nationalisation before we came back here, and 

even in all the economic discussions we had prior to 1994, we never really 

focused on nationalisation, we focused on the importance of the state and the 

private-public partnership. So there is a tendency to say that Madiba retreated 

on a view of nationalisation because big business people put pressure on him. 

No, I think it was also within the ANC that there was the clear feeling that the 

policy of nationalisation had to be on a case-by-case basis of: is it in the interests 

of the struggle, is it in the interests of the country - if it is, you nationalise, and if it 

isn’t you don’t nationalise, that’s my understanding of it. 

But again, Madiba took the position, and as far as I know he didn’t publicly start 

rebuking people for saying that he was practically a sell-out due to pressures 

from big business. The criticism was that Madiba was the instrument of neoliberal 

economic policies in this country. I don’t believe that GEAR was a neoliberal 
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policy at all.  Then people forget that subsequent to the adoption of GEAR in 

1996, every ANC conference after that more or less adopted economic policies 

that were consistent with the GEAR policies. In spite of us having COSATU and 

SACP representatives in the commissions discussing this expressing their views, in 

the end ANC conference took a different position from them. 

I am raising this because people forget that if you start saying that those policies 

were already sell-out policies then you have to say that Madiba as the president 

of the country must carry a lot of responsibility for those policies. 

But if you take the position that I take, which I think most of the others took at 

that time in the leadership of the ANC and the government, some of those 

policies were very necessary to enable us to at least try to deal with the situation 

- none of us knew the horrific legacy that apartheid had left us until we got into 

power. Only then did you realise that those guys have left us with a bankrupt 

country, with a huge debt, with an economy that was essentially on a rapid 

downward slide. There was a lot of recovery to do and I think we 

underestimated to some extent the depth of the poverty in our country. So you 

had to deal with all these issues in such a way that you didn’t even inadvertently 

create even greater problems in the future. And I say this about ninety-six, that if 

we hadn’t reined in some excessive government spending, if we had gone on a 

borrowing spree which is what some people recommended - and the World 

Bank and the IMF were quite ready to give us loans on very favourable terms - 

the price would have been paid by the first government and subsequent 

governments because they would have had to pay back the debt, never mind 

being in the clutches of the IMF and World Bank. You can’t borrow money and 

not pay back, you have to pay, and the longer you take to pay the greater 

becomes the debt because of the interest. 

So I think there again Mandela understood some of these things in a way that 

people don’t give him credit for, that even where it was these kinds of policies 

he sometimes instinctively knew what the correct path was because again one 

of Mandela’s great strengths was his political instinct, that capacity to have a 

very good understanding of certain processes that are taking place, a very 

good grasp and instinct about what it is that people want. As president whether 

you like it or not there will be a gap between you and the people, between you 

and the membership of your organisation because you only have that much 

time to spend with your people. 

Recognising veterans 

The other thing that Madiba did was that he really felt very strongly about 

recognising the veterans. This business about being the veterans and 

recognising them started with Madiba - he was the first to really start it. He got 

Rica Hodgson and Amina Cachalia and others also and started inviting the 

veterans of the struggle. It was a wonderful decision on his part because it was 
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really saying to people who were not occupying positions in government that 

he was now recognising the contribution they had made to the liberation of our 

country. Madiba had his own way of doing things. 

Reconciliation 

JN From your own analysis, how would you interpret Madiba’s approach to the 

issue of reconciliation? In most discourse it would be seen as something coming 

from the good heart of a good person who wanted humans to reconcile, live 

together and look after each other. But there is also the element of tactics, that 

he might have understood the balance of forces and said certain things cannot 

be achieved because of that balance. 

EP Absolutely, I think it’s the second part. As I said, he had this very sharp political 

instinct and understanding of what was required. But, Joel, you were in the 

leadership of the ANC, it was not very different from the majority of people in 

the leadership of the ANC. That was important. He was not inconsistent with the 

views of the leadership, but he could carry it out because he had the persona 

to carry it out under very difficult circumstances. 

Let me give you some examples. If you remember, when some of these white 

South Africans went to Lusaka, Donald Card from East London was in the 

delegation, it was the Five Freedoms Forum, and Donald was the one that 

actually arrested and tortured Steve Tshwete and he was afraid what Steve 

would do, and our own people were not sure what Steve would do. But when 

he went into the room Steve, went up to him andhugged him. It blew the minds 

of these white guys, in the same way that Thabo blew the minds of these 

people, if you remember at the meeting in Dakar, Senegal when he said, ‘I’m 

an Afrikaner.’ 

So the position that Mandela had arrived at, in that sense, is even greater 

because he arrived at it without having the possibility of discussing these things 

with a large group of people. He had come to the conclusion that you cannot 

run South Africa if you are going to make enemies of these people. We wouldn’t 

have survived two years, never mind twenty. He understood, even if many 

others didn’t, that the white South African army, the best trained army on the 

African continent, wouldn’t need more than a few hundred people to cause 

chaos in this country and therefore it was important to have this policy of 

reconciliation, this policy of opening up. Of course it also has to do with your 

own personality and the way you address it, how you articulate it . . . 

JN and how you publicly project it . . . 

EP . . . and so in that sense we were fortunate that we had someone like Madiba 

doing it . . . 

JN . . . it was convincing. 
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TT Yet at the same time he combined that with a very hard bottom line: majority 

rule or nothing 

JN Yes. 

EP When he had that spat with De Klerk, we were sitting there. I was in the SACP 

negotiating team and De Klerk made this foolish move of his. Remember De 

Klerk was the sitting president so in a sense we did agree that in terms of 

protocol, he’s the sitting president, Madiba is the president of the ANC, so fine, 

we treat them equally. But Madiba sent a note to Ismail Mohammed who was 

presiding and must have said, ‘I want to talk.’ There was no reason for Madiba 

to take the stage again because he had already spoken and . . . 

JN De Klerk was meant to be the last one 

EP . . . fortunately it was Ismail. I must say all of us in that hall sat with our mouths 

open. It was such a dressing down that the question of who was leading the 

negotiations was answered there by him. It was clear now that the balance of 

forces in the negotiations was changing and that it was ANC that was going to 

be the dominant player in the negotiations, even though the National Party had 

the power. Madiba was smart again, because he didn’t allow that to destroy his 

relationship with De Klerk and make it difficult for us to arrive at a common 

understanding about the constitution. Because, you will remember, you had to 

take the National Party with you in the negotiations: they could have said no. It 

would have thrown the country into a terrible situation in which you could have 

had violence breaking out all over the show. Madiba had that greatness to 

understand that you keep things together. 

This other policy was not only to do with whites. Prior to the elections, I remember 

a meeting in Shell House, where Madiba invited what he thought were leaders 

of the Indian Congress, mainly from the Natal Indian Congress. Madiba 

expressed the view in the meeting that two or three guys from the Indian 

Council - which he did with regard to the Labour Party too - should be on our 

ANC list and should be high enough on the list to get elected. He argued the 

case, very sharply, about opening up and not just fighting old battles, ‘How do 

you bring these people together to strengthen yourself?’ But no, the Natal 

Indian Congress wouldn’t hear it: ‘No, President, these people, you know who 

they were, and you know what they did to us, they were working with the other 

side.’ So you listen and then ask yourself, why are they telling Mandela this when 

those other guys have put Mandela in prison and Mandela himself was saying, 

‘Let’s work with them.’ So I just sit in the meeting and say ‘Comrade President, I 

know you brought these people here, I don’t know who elected these people 

to be leaders. Your position is right, they are just fighting old battles, because 

how are we going to bring this whole Indian community to come out in support 

of the ANC?’ Those guys didn’t talk to me afterwards for a long time. But for 
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Madiba that was enough: ‘Ah yes, Comrade Essop has spoken, no, I agree with 

him.’ He had taken the position before that, even before the elections, even 

before we drew up the list as the ANC, that you needed to bring in people who 

were part of the old apartheid system, the tricameral parliament. 

It was consistent in my view with ANC policies, otherwise you couldn’t have got 

it, but it’s the way that Madiba put it and you could use the stature of Madiba 

to push through positions which were very difficult for people to accept. It was 

very difficult for people to accept that we should work with people who were 

working for the other side, what is worse is to work with people who were 

responsible for arresting you, for torturing you, for killing you. For me personally it 

was very difficult to say I must sit in the same room as people who were 

responsible for the death of Babla Saloojee, Ahmed Timol and others who were 

very close to me. But it was the only policy that was going to work for this 

country. Any other policy which was going to take a hard line towards these 

people would, I think, have led to serious, serious problems and conflicts and we 

would still be paying the price for it. 

Parliamentary Councillor 

JN This question is about Parliament and Madiba’s parliamentary councillor 

EP What happened was that, originally Madiba had more or less said to Ahmed 

Kathrada that he would appoint him as a deputy minister, didn’t say so openly, 

but gave that understanding, and then at the NEC there were people who had 

other suggestions and some people had to be left out. After long discussions 

with Thabo and when they finalised the cabinet, Kathy was left out. For Madiba 

it was very painful as he was very close to Kathy. 

JN Because you had to bring the IFP in and remember you already had Valli, 

Kader, Aziz, Jay, and he could sacrifice his closest friend! 

EP Then Thabo discussed it with me, and I also discussed it with him: ‘I get the 

feeling that Kathy is pretty unhappy; Kathy being Kathy is never going to express 

it, but when I talk to him that’s the feeling I get, he doesn’t put it openly, he 

would never say that I am entitled to a position.’ And I said, ‘Then there is me, 

what am I going to do?’ And he asks, ‘What are you going to do?’ So I went 

back to him and told him, ‘In the British system they have parliamentary 

councillors and the job of a parliamentary councillor is to be the link between 

the president, deputy president and Parliament.’ Thabo then went to Madiba 

and De Klerk. This was after we got into government and I was helping run his 

office without any status, I was an MP. He took it to Madiba and De Klerk and 

Madiba agreed, and I said, ‘Say to him that the perfect person to be a 

parliamentary councillor for Madiba would be Kathy, because he’s going to 

have to work very closely with his parliamentary councillor to work out what’s 

going on in Parliament and have people report to him very honestly what they 
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hear and see.’ So he convinced Madiba. De Klerk was a bit unsure because he 

had to take one of his people and make him a parliamentary councillor 

So what happens is that for me there was a framework for a parliamentary 

councillor to operate in. But one day I said to Kathy - now remember Kathy is my 

eldest brother for my mother, he was her sixth son and for her Kathy was 

unimpeachable - I went to him and said, ‘Comrade Kathy, can I talk to about 

his parliamentary councillor, you are not doing your job.’ - ‘What do you mean, 

not doing my job?’ - ‘But you see this is your job, this is what I do, this is why you 

see me in Parliament, I move from one part to another, talking to MPs all the 

time so that I can go back to the deputy president and say that this is 

happening, this is what they’re thinking, I go and sit in all the meetings, strategy 

meetings and meetings of the whips. You don’t do anything of the sort, I don’t 

see you, where are you?’ 

Kathy said, ‘You think Madiba understands my job like you do? He has a totally 

different understanding of my job.’ - ‘What is his understanding?’ - ‘Madiba’s 

understanding is that I must look after all these things, reply to all these letters 

that people are writing to him, I must do the following things, I’ve got enough to 

do, don’t come and tell me about this.’ 

Madiba agreed to this thing, but he had a different view of what he wanted 

Kathy to do. He was happy in the end because that enabled him to give Kathy 

a position of respectability as the parliamentary councillor to the president, 

which anyway he would have had as a former Rivonia triallist and a veteran 

and so on but this gave him an additional status, and also for the Indian 

community, that Mandela recognised him as somebody who had spent a long 

time with him. 

And that’s how Mandela did it and I am very glad because in a sense it brought 

Kathy more or less into the centre of things so they had to invite Kathy to 

strategy meetings - he wouldn’t always come - the speaker would have to 

consult with the three parliamentary councillors about things she wanted to 

convey to these three who were occupying these positions of leadership in 

government and it also enabled you as parliamentary councillor to have access 

to cabinet documents so that if need be you could offer advice to your 

principals about what was in the documents. 

Character of the President’s Office 

JN Arising from what you are saying, there’s also the issue which became a 

theoretical debate for Jakes Gerwel himself, how the office of the President was 

constructed in line with Madiba’s character rather than some theory, and it 

ended up being very small. Were you involved at all in the Presidential Review 

Commission? 
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EP No, except that the commission had to report to the deputy president. The size 

of the office, that was essentially Thabo. But Madiba himself was never 

interested in having a lot of people around him. The less people Jakes had to 

deal with the happier Jakes was, honestly. 

Jakes also wasn’t interested in extending, he was interested in making it smaller. 

That’s what led us to say we need to separate the offices of the president and 

the deputy president - it was easy because you also had De Klerk as the other 

deputy president. Then we brought it back as one presidency. It suited both of 

them, Jakes himself really didn’t want an overbearing staff. 

JN Jakes submission to the Presidential Review Commission was like that - they 

didn’t want to a big office. People wanted the Public Service Commission, Stats 

SA, DPSA and others all to form part of the President’s Office 

EP I was also opposed to that and when the deputy president asked me, and 

Vincent Maphai, who was chairing the commission, to come and discuss it, I 

said, ‘This is a no-go area, this is not the British system, you just took the British 

system. You can’t do it, you can’t put such excessive powers in one office. You 

will kill the incumbents.’ The deputy president and the president agreed that 

they would take some parts of that PSC report, but not that other part. 

Role during negotiations 

JN My last question, about something you have already hinted at: what role was 

Madiba playing during negotiations about the constitution? You have referred 

to the electoral system, but there may be other issues. 

EP You know that as part of the negotiations whenever there were serious 

difficulties, we said we were sending it upstairs, and that was to Roelf and Cyril. 

Roelf’s job was to go and talk to De Klerk and Cyril’s was to talk to Madiba and 

he had to talk to Thabo who was the deputy president. Cyril would be good to 

hear on this thing. My own view was you could use Mandela as a battering ram. 

JN Not only conciliatory? We forget that. 

EP No, no. Where there was a breaking point, and they would say De Klerk wants 

this, they would say, ‘No, Mandela wants that, you want Mandela to go public? 

You know what happens.’ So in a sense you could use Mandela - I am not using 

the right word - as a battering ram to get your position. My view is that Madiba 

was very au fait with the way negotiations were going, regular reports were 

made to him, were made to Thabo, I would certainly report to Thabo as I was 

sitting in the negotiations. 

But remember, Madiba was never afraid to take positions. At the time of the 

Boipatong killings we were having a Party central committee meeting in 

Soweto, and Comrade Chris Hani was late for the meeting. Then Chris came 

into the meeting and I said, ‘Man, for a military chief you are late’ He said, ‘No 
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I’m going to tell you now why I am late. Madiba called me and we had a long 

discussion and Madiba says we must call off the talks.’ So there’s this central 

committee meeting and Madiba has said, ‘Call off the talks.’ So, what are we 

going to do? I said, ‘I would suggest that you go back to Madiba and say “You 

are going to call off the talks but at some point you are going to have to go 

back to the talks. You never call off talks in such a way that you can’t go back, 

because we will have to go back, there is no choice, we will have to find a 

negotiated settlement.”’  

Fortunately on the other side in the ANC they were saying the same thing, 

Thabo and Joel and them all. From the Party side, then, in the central 

committee meeting that then became our position which Chris took back to 

Madiba to say, ‘Of course the Central Committee is fully behind you and the 

Central Committee will issue a statement fully agreeing with you. But the way 

we should do it is to leave open that we will go back to the negotiations.’ Which 

is exactly what happened. 

JN They created the back channel, Roelf and Cyril. 

Discipline 

EP There is something else about Madiba that I had forgotten. By this time we were 

already in Parliament. Jeremy Cronin had written something, I forget what he 

had written, and Madiba was up in arms. So he summoned Slovo and expressed 

his real anger at what Jeremy had written. Madiba had mentioned it to me too, 

so I said, call a meeting of the PB, the Politburo, with Jeremy, because most of us 

were anyway in Parliament who were in the PB. 

We didn’t have the meeting in the Tuynhuys - I still don’t understand why - we 

had the meeting in the hotel around the corner from Tuynhuys. Now Madiba is 

going for Jeremy, you know Madiba: he worked with Moses Kotane and J.B. 

Marks and he said this is how Moses Kotane and JB Marks would work. He was 

fond of relating a story, with a chuckle, of how they disrupted Communist Party 

meetings, and then he tells the story about JB Marks and the two bulls and how 

he went on to the platform at a meeting and said, ‘You can’t have two bulls in 

the same kraal.’ JB Marks was so popular and everybody loved him and after 

he spoke the masses turned. And he tells the story. Jeremy was not happy but in 

the end we just took a decision in Madiba’s presence as the PB that Jeremy 

must apologise. Fortunately JS was of the same view. I don’t know what the 

issue was, what he had written which so infuriated Madiba. 

The reason I am recalling this is, because when Madiba gets very angry he 

would express his view but not because he is the president, he will express the 

view because that’s what he feels. 
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Speeches 

EP Thabo, Ramathlodi, Barbara Masakela and I were with him in the USA, and 

Thabo asked me to join them in Canada because, he said, he didn’t have 

anybody to write the speeches and there were many of them. The 

speechwriting was done by Thabo, Ngoako and myself. All the really major ones 

were done by Thabo and the others were done by Ngoako and myself. 

If you take the one to the United States Congress, Thabo had had a discussion 

with Madiba about what he wanted to say and that was agreed and Thabo 

went away to work on it. The Americans removed Chris Dlamini, who was part of 

the delegation, and myself from the holding room. Afterwards Madiba asks, 

‘Where are Chris and Essop?’ - ‘We don’t know.’ - ‘So go and find them!’ They 

find us and he says, ‘Where were you?’ I re[lied, ‘Ask this man, he took us out of 

this room.’ - ‘Why do you take them out of this room,’ said Madiba, ‘they are in 

my delegation,’  

Then Madiba kept on asking, ‘Where is the speech?’ The hotel where Thabo was 

working was across the road, so I said, ‘It’s okay, Comrade Thabo is bringing the 

speech, he’s just finalising it.’ Mandela keeps on getting worried. I went outside 

and you can tell which one was security because he had this thing in his ears. 

One thing about Americans is that they have the greatest respect for 

speechwriters, so I said, ‘Excuse me, Mandela’s speech writer is staying in that 

hotel but you have blocked off all the roads leading to Congress. How will he 

come?’ He speaks in his walkie-talkie, ‘Mandela’s speechwriter is there’ he’s 

bringing the speech; clear the roads.’ As they called Mandela to go into 

Congress, Thabo comes with the speech. Mandela read it as if he had seen it 

many times, it was so beautifully read. 

I remember once, we were in Chicago, staying in a hotel with about sixty floors. I 

had to do the speech but I can’t type so one of his secretaries sat with me and 

it was difficult to read my handwriting so by the time we finished typing the 

speech all the lifts were closed. So I said to this policeman, ‘Excuse me, these lifts 

. .’ - ‘No, Mr Mandela is there, no lifts are working.’ I said , ‘Oh please, I’m the 

speech writer, here’s his speech. If I don’t take this speech to him he won’t have 

a speech.’ - ‘Oh, Mr Mandela’s speechwriter is here, right, go to the third floor.’ 

So as I come in he says, ‘Essop!’ I said ‘No, Tata, I’ve got the speech don’t 

worry.’ And he read it. 

He was making a speech a day and so there was really no time to sit except for 

some brief discussion about what the area is that he thinks he should cover, and 

he knows that he will read the speech and if it doesn’t have what he wants he 

will take his specs off, and that is when you get afraid. 

In California, for example, he makes this speech and then, what became his 

trademark, he took of his specs. Then you know, oh my goodness, no you are in 
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trouble, what was he going to talk about? Just before that the indigenous 

American Indians at another place had called on Sister Bernard, who was also 

in the delegation, to raise their issues and gave her paintings for Madiba. She 

went to Madiba and after reading his speech he makes an undertaking that 

he’s coming back and when he comes back he is going to meet with them - 

that was not in the speech but he just felt at that time that is what he should say 

and do. No protocol observed! 

He did that in parliament too, you will recall. If he feels there are certain things 

he didn’t say, he had no qualms about taking off his specs, which was a sign 

now that he was going to say what he really wanted to say. That was Madiba, 

he read what was written and lots of times there was no choice in the matter 

but then he would add his own things. 

Icon to the world 

If you went with him internationally you would realise what Mandela means to 

people. In the streets it was ‘Mandela! Mandela!’ And people were crying. If 

you walk and they ask, ‘Who are you?’ and you tell them, ‘I am with Mr 

Mandela,’ they say, ‘You are with Mandela? Oh look he’s with Mandela.’ And 

then all of a sudden you are great only because you are part of Mandela’s 

delegation. 

I went to Senegal when the Party in Senegal which had just been unbanned 

invited me and the Sudanese representative from the World Marxist Review in 

Prague. When we get to Dakar they tell the two of us to stand one side. Now 

I’ve got a British passport, this Sudanese has got his traveller’s document. ‘Why 

are you asking us to stand to one side?’ - ‘We’re not letting you in here,’ - this 

was at the airport - ‘this plane is going to Guinea Conakry, you get in the plane, 

you go to Guinea Conakry, you come back in the same plane and you don’t 

get out of it and it will take you back to Prague.’ Amath Dansokho, the general 

secretary of the Senegalese party comes and has a brainwave: ‘You mean to 

say you don’t want someone who’s Mandela’s friend, and who worked with 

Mandela, you don’t want him to come into our country?’ They say, ‘You worked 

with Mandela? Okay you can come. You from Sudan, you go.’ And they put 

him back in the plane. And when I left the guy stamping my passport asks, ‘Tell 

me, how is Mandela?’ 

I go to Syria, to a conference of communist and workers parties there and went 

to see my friends - they were leaders of the Communist Party - they tell me that 

they asked their daughter to stay, ‘because uncle Essop is coming and he’s 

coming to the house’, and she said no, she is very busy, she’s going out, ‘you 

look after Essop.’ Then they told her, ‘But you know that he knows Mandela and 

he works with Mandela.’ - ‘He works with Mandela? Okay I’ll stay.’ 



20 
transcript_essop pahad.docx 

The last story I will tell, was when we were in London and Madiba came. We did 

a lot of work with the Afro Caribbean community, especially in Notting Hill Gate 

because the PAC was making some headway there, and so we did a lot of 

work to win them over to come out in full support of the ANC. So the Afro-

Caribbeans who were influential in Notting Hill Gate came and said, ‘You must 

introduce us to Nelson Mandela and Winnie Mandela. If there is one thing we 

want in our lives, it is to shake hands with them.’ Before I took them I told Madiba 

and Winnie that I’m bringing them. They were so overwhelmed that for years 

and years and years they never forgot that Essop Pahad took them to meet 

Nelson Mandela and Winnie Mandela and for the rest of their lives, till today, 

they don’t forget that they met with Nelson and Winne Mandela. The meeting 

was only a few minutes. 

That just tells you the kind of stature that Madiba had in the world amongst 

people who really saw him for what he was. 

Hands on 

TT To what extent were you aware of him influencing appointments to 

parliamentary positions? 

EP What Madiba did, but Thabo is the only one who can corroborate it, is that he 

relied a great deal on Thabo and consulted with him, but he would have 

consulted with others also. 

But with the speaker I think he had made up his mind that it had to be Frene 

and then checked with Thabo and then there was general agreement that it 

had to be Frene and in the Senate it was going to be Kobie Coetsee. That too 

was another side of him saying, don’t always just take positions, find a way that 

you become more inclusive in how you do things. Oom Gov was Kobie 

Coetsee’s deputy, and that too told a story because of what happened on 

Robben Island and everything else that he went and found such a prestigious 

position for him. Madiba put him there, obviously Thabo would never suggest his 

own father. That was Madiba’s decision to put Kobie Coetzee, and he would 

have discussed that with De Klerk. 

He didn’t lose sight of who he wanted where. He had a pretty good idea, that’s 

why when people say that he was aloof and he wasn’t in control, in my view it’s 

not true at all - he was in full control of the government. This nonsense about him 

just being interested in reconciliation, what they are doing to Madiba is 

removing the revolutionary content. What made Madiba great was that he was 

a great revolutionary. He always took positions from the point of view of what he 

considered to be the best interests of the ANC and the masses 

And, Joel knows, he used to complain about Joel, ‘You know Essop, Joel 

doesn’t answer his phone.’ My response was that we were not on Robben 

Island, we were in exile and in exile you work late at night and then sleep: ‘But 
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you were on Robben Island and you woke up early in the morning, so please 

don’t ask him to come very early in the morning.’ - ‘So what time do you want 

to come?’ - ‘8:30’ - ‘By that time I’ve had three meetings!’ 

JN And he would have read the newspapers by then. And he would leave a 

message, ‘Have you seen the front page of Beeld? Do you think we should 

respond?’ 

TT We did daily digests of the news for him, but he had read the newspapers by 

then. 

EP He was pretty hands-on in terms of what he wanted and he was very clear what 

he wanted. Aziz can say more about the foreign policy things because they 

worked very closely about what foreign policy positions to take and worked 

together in these different conferences. But Madiba was, in that sense, his own 

person too, though always within the framework and policies of the movement. 

This for me was always a lesson: that whatever position you occupy, don’t go 

out of that framework of the policy of the movement. 

He intervened in a lot of places. In a sense we didn’t know about it because he 

didn’t express it, but he called people and discussed issues. The intervention in 

Lesotho was when he was president, people forget that, he was president, it just 

so happened that Thabo, the deputy president, and the president were 

unusually out of the country at the same time and Buthelezi was acting 

president. It was taken with his consent that the army should go into Lesotho, so 

there again he wasn’t afraid to make the decision which was thought of as 

being in the best interests of the country and the region. 

The challenges of democratic government in 1994 

Overall I would say it was a phenomenally difficult thing to have a democratic 

ANC-led government in 1994. It would have been even if you didn’t have a 

government of national unity, it would have still been an exceptionally difficult 

thing. That period was pregnant with immense difficulties, because any number 

of things could have happened. Other than an implosion on the part of the 

white right-wing, we had not fully resolved the violence in KZN although more or 

less it had been. Even on meeting with Inkatha, those ones in KZN were so 

hostile. 

JN There was that very difficult meeting with the IFP. 

EP Before we went for that meeting, he called me and said ’I want you in this 

delegation because Kathy is too soft, you can fight.’ That’s how I was in the 

delegation when we met with IFP. 

Before the meeting starts Mandela as usual went round shaking the hands of 

every single IFP person who was in the IFP delegation. I thought it was natural, 

and it wasn’t a put on thing. One of them was Dr Zami Conco, one of the 
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leaders of the ANC who had joined the IFP and another was Joe Matthews and 

he went and shook hands with them. Then Buthelezi launched this offensive - 

and it was an offensive! He named them one by one, all who had said things 

about him, he named each of them: ‘You said this, you said that.’ He also 

mentioned the meeting that they had in London, where Thabo was with OR and 

Buthelezi claims it was that meeting that led to the breakup with him and OR. 

JN He was reading from the speech, ‘And you, Alfred Nzo, you said Buthelezi is a 

snake in the grass and we must hit it on the head!’ 

EP It was one by one. Then Thabo went and saw Madiba and they agreed that 

Thabo would reply and we had a meeting and Thabo said ’Nobody will speak, I 

will speak on behalf of the ANC.’ And Thabo responded. It was a fantastic 

response, I must say, it just blew their minds. And then they said that Doctor 

Mdlalose and Thabo must do the draft statement - you read that statement and 

you say, what was Buthelezi shouting about? Everything in the statement was 

what we wanted. 

Again you see Madiba refused to fall into the trap of responding in a like 

manner and agreed that Thabo should respond, which I think upset Buthelezi a 

bit because he wanted Madiba, his counterpart, to respond. 

So Madiba can get angry, and he did get angry many times. 

Acknowledging people’s contributions 

Madiba would never say no to my seeing him, because of my mother and 

father, and every time I saw him he still had a remarkable memory of the past; 

he would talk mainly about my mother, but also my father: ‘Oh, we bankrupted 

the Pahad family!’ 

If other people came, he would call me and say, ’You know him, now he is my 

boss - he was small like this and now look is my boss, now he’s a minister and I’m 

so proud of him.’ And it was true, he was very, very proud of us who he knew 

when we were children and were now in positions of leadership - it was a 

genuine pride and he would say this to everybody that these were the children 

that grew up and now they are leaders. 

That again is something that is wonderful about him, that he never forgot the 

past, he never forgot the people that he worked with, even when there were 

people that he was inclined to favour and many of us were not. There was one 

meeting the Indians had, may be in Lenz, and there was no mention of Amina 

Cachalia - Madiba went to that stage and the rollicking he gave! And then he 

just talked about Amina Cachalia. 

He never forgot those that worked with him, no matter what other people 

thought about those people. There wasn’t a meeting where he wouldn’t talk 
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about the contributions of the Indians in the struggle, and he had a remarkable 

memory of the past. 


